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Significant Ideas that Began Chinese Democratization 
after the Cultural Revolution















90s	 to	become	preoccupied	with	 the	 issue	of	political	 reform.	Yi-
jiang	Ding	sums	up	the	main	intellectual	contentions	of	that	time	in	
this	way:	




class	 to	a	nearly	all-inclusive	group,	which	was	 identical	 to	 ‘society’.	
Class	struggle	was	replaced	by	‘contradictions	among	the	people’	as	the	
main	dynamic	for	social	change”.	
	 	See	Minxin	Pei,	 “‘Creeping	Democratization’	 in	China”,	Journal of Democracy,	
Vol.	6,	4(995):65-79,	p	67.
	 	 Yijiang	 Ding,	 Chinese Democracy after Tiennamen	 (Vancouver,	 Toronto:	 UBC	
Press,	00),	p	9.
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focused	 on	 the	 issue	 of	 the	 changing	 function	 of	 the	 government,	
leading	to	a	call	to	give	power	back	to	society,	and	to	the	important	







state	and	 the	people	 should	be	differentiated,	but	 that	 the	 interests	












Recent Progress in Democratic Practice: Freedom of 
Association and Civil Society in China
The	 coming	 into	 power	 of	 the	 Chinese	 Communist	 Party	 (CCP)	 in	






























estimate	 that	 there	 could	 be	 as	many	 as	 	million	 unregistered	 as-
sociations	 in	China	 today.	 The	 recognition	 of	 the	 need	 for	 a	more	
robust	civil	society	may	have	emerged	from	an	endogenous	appraisal	



















Chinese Democracy after Tiennamen,	p	7.
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to	 come	by.	Since	 the	 revival	 of	discussions	on	 civil	 society,	 salient	
changes	have	taken	place	in	a	positive	direction.
The	 new	understanding	 of	 people’s	 differentiated	 interests	 that	
began	in	the	90s	has	in	fact	led	to	concrete	changes	in	the	law.	Many	
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ganizations	are	often	negligible	because	the	government	department	
































increased	participation	 in	elections	at	grassroots	 levels	and	 in	rural	
Development	 of	 Associations	 and	 the	 Rebuilding	 of	 the	 Organizational	 System”,	















Further Progress in Democratic Practice:
Significant Steps towards Rule of Law
and Human Rights in China 
Other	 encouraging	 evidence	 of	 positive	 change	 in	 the	 democratic	



























5	 	Franz	Michael,	“Law:	A	Tool	of	Power”	in	Yuan-Li	Wu	et	al.	Human Rights in the 
People’s Republic of China	(Boulder,	CO:	Westview	Press,	9),	-55,	p	.















practices	 to	which	China	was	 subjected	with	 its	 ascension	 into	 the	
World	Trade	Organization.
From Ideas of Democratization to Its Implementation: 
Legal Reform in China





tuation	 of	 Human	 Rights	 in	 China”.	 This,	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 was	
a	formal	acknowledgment	of	the	concept	of	Human	Rights	by	the	














































prison.	The	 Jilin	 provincial	High	Court	 set	 an	 important	 precedent	
by	nullifying	their	conviction	(one	of	two)	for	“counter-revolutionary”	





9	 	Zhenmin	Wang,	“The	Developing	Rule	of	Law	in	China”,	Harvard Asia Quarterly,	
Vol.	4.	Available	at	http://www.asiaquarterly.com/content/view//40
0	 	Ibid.
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The Falun Gong Issue: A Difficult Testing
Ground for Democratic Practice in China
Falun	Gong,	also	known	as	Falun	Dafa,	is	a	Chinese	spiritual	move-
ment	 founded	 in	 99	 by	 Li	Hongzhi	 (95–).	 Avoiding	 a	 religious	
mantle,	Li	and	his	followers	understand	Falun	Gong	as	a	“cultivation	







even	 stronger	measures	 against	 the	movement,	 unfortunately	using	
the	law	as	a	tool	to	this	end.


















as	part	of	a	 two-pronged	strategy5	 to	suppress	 the	Falun	Gong.	On	
July	nd,	999,	the	Ministry	of	Civil	Affairs	declared	the	Falun	Gong	





























The Falun Gong Issue: A Reversion to State
Instrumentalism in legal interpretation
As	noted	earlier,	the	notion	of	law	in	the	Chinese	legal	tradition	
is	viewed	as	a	tool	by	which	the	emperor	or	party	leader,	who,	being	















	 	Chih-yu	Shih,	Collective Democracy in China	 (Hong	Kong:	Chinese	University	
Press,	999),	pp	40,	-6.
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other.	Neither	 (…)	 should	 be	 overemphasized	 to	 the	 neglect	 of	 the	
other.”0	This	provided	a	morality	grounds	for	interpreting	the	law.
Even	as	early	as	March	999,	the	state	constitution	had	been	re-











Gong	 leaders	 and	 practitioners	 as	 having	 violated	 “state	 security”	 -
-	the	new	crime	which	replaced	the	“counter-revolutionary”	crime	in	
the	997	revision	of	Chinese	criminal	law.	While	the	new	997	revi-
sion	had	a	reference	to	“evil	cults”	 in	article	0	 ,	 the	severity	of	 the	
crime	was	open	to	interpretation,	and	this	interpretation,	unfortuna-
tely,	was	provided	by	 the	Supreme	People’s	Court	and	 the	Supreme	



























it	 to	court	 (albeit	belatedly),	most	cases	 relating	 to	Falun	Gong	did	
not,	ostensibly	in	a	bid	to	deny	the	Falun	Gong	a	platform	for	further	
publicity.6	
Conclusion: Hope for the Democratization
of China and grassroots elections
Recent	 liberation	 of	 political	 practice	 in	 China	 began	with	 the	
idea	of	the	need	to	set	limitations	on	state	power,	and	was	driven	by	












5	 	Pittman	Potter,	The Chinese Legal System: Globalization and Local Legal Culture	
(London	and	New	York:	Routledge,	00),	p	.
6	 	Randall	Peerenboom,	China’s Long March Toward Rule of Law	(Cambridge:	Cam-
bridge	University	Press,	00),	pp	99-0.
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failure	with	regards	to	the	Falun	Gong,	direct	political	participation	
has	 been	 quietly	 flourishing	 at	 the	 grassroots	 level.	 This	 has	 been	
made	possible	as	result	of	the	demise	of	CCP	communes	at	the	local	
level.	A	 99	 internal	State	Council	 report,	which	was	 “leaked”	 to	
the	Hong	Kong	press,	presented	evidence	that	0%	of	the	CCP	cells	
in	rural	China	had	“collapsed”	or	ceased	to	function,	while	another	



















The	 village-level	 elections	 scheme	 seems	 to	 be	 taking	 on	 a	 life	
of	 its	 own,	matched	 --	 albeit	 at	 a	 slower	 pace	 --	 by	 government	 le-












9		Meng	Yan,	 “Revised	 electoral	 law	 enhances	 democracy”,	China Daily,	 7	Oct	
004.	 Available	 at	 http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/004-0/7/content_
60.htm	
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